
ENTRY FORM 
FREE & all ages can enter!

There will be prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd across the line, 
and a special prize for the most original design.
BOAT LAUNCHING ON SATURDAY 24 OCTOBER*

RULES FOR MAKING YOUR BOAT
•	 Use nothing more than paper, thin cardboard, glue and paint to make a floating object that must survive 

for at least 200 metres in the river.
•	 Boats must be no more than 40cm x 40cm x 40cm and can take any form you decide. Origami, free form, 

crafted in detail, paper mache, or even screwed up paper. Use your imagination, as long as it floats!
•	 Paint can be used for water-proofing your design.
•	 If ballast is required, the one other material allowed to be used are stones.

HAND IN YOUR ENTRY
•	 All designs must be delivered to the Helensville Art Centre on or before 2pm on Friday 23rd October 

(unless otherwise arranged with the race officer).
•	 Each entry will be test floated, recorded and numbered.
•	 There is a limit of three entries per person. 

THE RACE
•	 Coastguard Kaipara will be on duty on the day.
•	 The start line will be 200 metres west of the Helensville wharf (at the river bend), and the finish line 

directly out from the Creek Lane wharf.
•	 The race will be on Saturday 24th October 2026, and begin when the boats are released together at 10.30am, 

allowing the outgoing tide to carry the flotilla along the course to the finish.
•	 Should the weather on the day be considered not suitable for racing, the race will be held the following 

day – Sunday Oct 25th starting at approx 11am.
•	 The public will be notified of any race postponements via www.artsintheville.co.nz/events or interested 

parties can contact the Race Officer on the day.
•	 Attempts will be made to recover all entries at the finish line, including those left high and dry in the mud 

or stuck in mangroves along the way. However, there is no guarantee that all boats will be recovered.
•	 Spectators will be able to watch the race as it progresses from the walkway and from the Kaipara River 

Viewing Deck, across the rail track, Creek Lane. Binoculars are recommended!

THE WINNER & AWARD
•	 The ‘Kaipara Cup’ will be awarded to the first entry across the line.
•	 This hand made trophy will be retained by the designer of the winning entry for 10-months and returned 

to the Helensville Art Centre at the beginning of September 2027.
•	 There will be prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd across the line, and a special prize for the most original design. 
•	 The ‘Kaipara Cup Paper Boat Racing Committee has the right to reject entries that do not meet the above-

mentioned rules.

For further information or queries please contact the Race Officer:
Jeff Thomson: Mob. 021504644 or email jeff@jeffthomson.co.nz 
 
*	 Please check this webpage on the day for confirmation of the event in case of postponement or cancellation
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